Transportation Working Group

5/12/09  Meeting Summary

Present:  George Wilkes, Rick Schubert, Mark Spinler

Next Meeting Tuesday, June 9th, 7:00 pm, Community Center


Discussion centered around the following project areas:

•Improve Internet-Based Ride- and Delivery-Sharing.

Rick will work with Jerry and Nathan to create an action plan to be  

presented at the next meeting on Tue. June 9th.

Webpage might also provide a more comprehensive listing of other mass  

transit opportunities such as the Happy Times bus schedule, Arrowhead  

Transit bus schedules and procedures, Quarlles shuttle service info ,  

and possible school bus availability.

Research needs to be done to find existing working models of this  

concept.

George will contact ARDC for help in finding such a model.


•Improve Walking and Biking Opportunities

Jerry, Mark, and George will work together.

George will contact ARDC to get help in creating a walking and biking  

plan .

Mark will contact city officials to see if they are interested in a  

walking /biking plan for Grand Marais, and if they would be willing to  

contribute to and be involved with the current  planning grant being  

sought by the county.

Someone should look into grants for bike parking (racks) in Grand  

Marais (Jerry?, Mark?)

George, Mark, and Jerry attended the kick-off  "Safe Routes to School"  

Meeting on April 23rd.  This program is being administered by the ARDC  

(Ellen Pillsbury) for ISD 166, and focuses on decreasing barriers for  

kids walking and biking to school.  Next meeting is Thursday May 28th  

2:30 at the school.  George will attend.

•Improve Mass Transit Opportunities

Jim Sulerude and Michael O'Phelan have said they would look into this  

challenging project.  Any chance you fellahs could give some kind of  

assessment of the possibilities and an action plan by the June 9th  

meeting?

Would high-speed water ferries ever be feasible?

And again, the possible tie-in with the ride and delivery-sharing  

website.


•Improve local Utilization of Used Fryer Oil.

Michael and Scott, anything to report?

Resource needs to be quantified - how much waste oil is available?

A useful tool might be simply a data base that could be used to hook- up oil suppliers with users.


•Improve Efficiency of City and County and School District Vehicle  

Fleets.

Use of electric carts or bikes in some applications within Grand  

Marais and Rec Park.

Changes to procedures i.e. carpooling that might save energy.

We are still looking for an effective person to head up this  

initiative.  Any Takers?

