CCLEP Wind Working Group meeting notes 7/22/09

Present: Jim Boyd, chair; Jay LaFavor, Jeremy Lopez, Court Nystuen, Ann Possis

Discussed Cook County ordinance wording revisions suggested by Jeremy. Should ordinance revisions be aimed just at small wind or at both small and big wind? Agreed that we need to re-look at ordinance again with big wind in mind as well. Jim will send Jeremy suggested changes.

Jay reported on the wind workshop he attended, put on by Great River Energy. The strongest advice he came away with is that we need to be clear with people that their payback is probably very long, and if they are looking for a way to make money, this probably isn’t it. He also mentioned the advantages of installing hybrid wind-solar systems.

Jim asked that Jay offer a workshop this fall in the county for folks interested in small wind, with a focus on local information, and that Don Grant be invited to also do a presentation on solar. These would be offered together. We will propose this at next CCLEP board meeting.

Big wind report from Jim. Four monitoring sites lined up so far:

1. Tower at BogusLake. Duane Ege says we could have it, either to take away or to leave there and monitor wind speeds there. Since it is on or near a good potential turbine site (about 4 acres) currently owned by USFS but being sold to the county, we will leave tower there for monitoring.

2. Lutsen Mountains. Tom Rider is very interested in pursuing a monitoring site there. Roads, power already there. LM would receive a portion of the revenue and would use most of the power generated. The bird study will expand to include this area. Existing tower will be used.

3. Murphy Mountain. Landowner Rob Foster, a geologist, is excited about the possibility of having a turbine on his property. There are two issues with this site: a scenic one (the property is directly over Cut Face Creek) and possibly birds. The MN Dept. of Economic Security has a tower we can have, which will be delivered to UMD in early August. The tower will be erected on the site sometime in late August or early September.

4. Trestle Pine Lake. This is a DNR site, which has been recently logged and has good wind potential. The DNR forester says there is no problem getting a lease for testing purposes. Marco may be able to use his horses to bring the tower in during the winter to avoid any damage to baby trees. Good PR opportunity for CCLEP to show horses working to bring us renewable energy.

Jim filled us in on the Lloyd K. Johnson grant application. 

Next wind group meeting is Sept. 9; no meeting in August due to vacations and general summer busyness.

Respectfully submitted, Ann Possis

